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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGLNCY
. 23 October 1973 _
f""‘-_’-‘ : N . . . . .
- / ) Ky
TNTELT.3GENCE MEMORANDUM
ML Eﬁﬂ |
Situation Repoxt Number 70 )
" (as of 0630 EDY) S
Tl MILITARY' SITUATION
'GENERAL . . L n

l.\'Buth Isracl and Egyp£ announced this morning

' that the cease~fire in the Sues Canal area had been

State Department
review completed |

25X1 -

put asids and that fighting would bc=¥asumed‘lg re;nié
sponse Lo provocatlons by the:othc:.51de:__§ct;9n _
morning appears - Lo be concentrated in the ?pugxﬁigz
part of Lhe canal'’'s west bank near the city of & e
where the Israelis had last claimed to have made a
vaAnCes. ‘ : L

2. Pighting continues on tha‘Syr@an'front thlsnt‘
morning with Isracli forges concentraling Q“;thf Mou
Harmon aroca. The Syrians had not stated thay‘?wegws_
would go along with a cease-fire, and l?fael%-bpgib
men had stated that fighling wonld continuc in thls
[Lraa. - g . :

EGYPLIAN PRONT

3. . ILsraeli spokosmen said early Lhis morning that

. , . . —- _;:-
continued Egypfian violatlons.qf Lhe. cease tkrﬁ ﬁgd
forced a return to battle. Cairo likewiseé claime
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shortly befora and after the ceasc-fire was to go into

Saectors of thiw canal. - In swming up the night's ac—

canal and that fhe lsraeli trogps northwast of the
eity had been told to respond.. ‘ R

‘tho,;ity of Buez points to the: arsa that ‘is the most
crucial to the mililary pogitions of both sides. The

‘bank from Ismailia to the Gull of Suex. DBy the end of

that. Isrseli-trdops had used the night to push forward

and vccupy "some positiohs between oun forces, especially
on:'the western side of the canal,™ and. to use "its air -
force to strafe our forces." | \ . ; L

_ '%. There have b@mn‘rcpdfts of ﬁontiﬁued fight- o :
ing on Lhe Bgyptian front sinve the brief respite . RRERRN 4

etfect_ygsterﬂay. At nightf{all Tel Aviv claimed that”
the Egyptiang were shelling Ysrasli positions near
Tsmadlia about an hour after the time the cease-fire
wagglmplcmentcd. Later the Israelis said that the
Fgyptlans were using "all sortu of weaprms® along most

tivity Dbelore thoy announced: the reswiption of fight- i
Lng, Israell spokesman sald that. lhere were nany clashes,” -
with the Egyvptians firing on the Israslis that were :
reorgeanizing, The shooting reportedly quieted down

taward the end of the night but did not cease completely.

. 3. An Israeli military spokesman, after the re-
s%mpt?on of fighting, said that the battle had begun
around the ¢ity of Sucz at the southern end of the

6. An sccidental reopening of the Ffighting
could cuie from troops moving around or reqgrouping in
tho dark, but the fizring of the area of viclalion near

Israelis claim substantial gains in yesterday's figlht-
Ihg in this arca, putting their forces at Shallafa on
the ourskirts of- Suez city. The spokesman stated that
the Isrxaell goals were to push through to the Gulf of
Suen before the cease-fire was' implemented, giving
thew cuntrol of Lhe entire southern half of Lhe wesl

the day, howaver, Israeli spokesmen claimad to have only
advan;ed.abaut'ﬁ mlles south of shallufa.. o

L]
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* . tdans had built 3 additional bridged,

~from bases in Sinai to' the west bank,

~the evening except for a

7. Any further aEVanceé‘iﬁftﬁis‘areaiQuuld,be?a_
¢rucial to Lhe interests of both gides, Israell con-
trol of the entire southern part of the west bank would

\‘effectiVEly cut off the Egyptian bridgchead an the .

southern east bank’ from any reinfar@cment'or-resupply.

-~ The Israelis .previously claim to berable o shell theo
road leading Lo Suez-éinterdicting:the REyyptian line

of communication. ;The Israelis . claimed Lhat the Egyp-

for a total of
soctor bo be used
einforcement,

8iX, across the canal in the southarn
e}thet for withdrawal or last minute r

8. Israeli a¥r activity has reflected both the
@arlier implementaticn of tho cease~fire and the re-
turn to fighting. After the cease-fire, air -activity.
tapered off and mainly. consizted cfbhelicoptar flights

| 7 4pparently for -
ew air cover for
cactivity was dotected over.

small aumber of raconnals-
Sance missions -and defaensive Fightor patrols.

medical evacuation. Flghter planes f1
these helicopters. ~Little

9. At dawn the Israelis began flying ground at-
tack missions in ralds of up Lo 20 aircratt in the area
where 'theilr forses are engaged on the west bank. fn.
contrast to previous air activity, tho Igraelis did
not concentrate on Port Sucu, Egyptian forces on the -
east bank, or Egyptian alrfields in the interioer, Egyp-
tian;air_activity:remaiﬁs,light, as ii has generally.
baen throughout the war, with morning activity Iimited-
to defensive fightexr patrols around their girfields.

SYRI1AN EFRONYT

"1l., Sowme [ighting bontinqes on Lhe Syrian'front

this morning, with Israesli Skyhawks conducting air

;.3'-.-.
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lstxlkes on ground targeta lP thL VLGlnlty of MounL

Hermon, alohg Lhe Syrian and Lebanese border. A
Syrian military spokesman claimed that the Israclis
strafed ans shalled two villages there with aircraft
and artillery. According L¢ .the Damascus Middle East
Hews Agency, alr raid sirens sounded as neaVy explo=
sions were heard and planes wara scen in the skles of
the Syrian cap&tal.

12. 1n other air activity, a Syrian MLG-2) was
shot down in an alr engagement betwaen Syrian and Is

raell alrcraft--also in-the vianinty of Mount Hurmon.
Two Israweli Phantoms were shot down by Syrian surface-

to-air missilaes this morning .on the Golan Helghts near
Rafld, according. to o UN obaexver.

13.

had rbGLlVLd no reports of military ground action along

the Syrian front ag of 0800 local time (0600Z), some .
thirtean houxns after the start of the cease~-fira, Ob-

servers auhnowludng, however, that il was possible that

flllng at the dncpnqt pnints of Israsli wenetration

, 14. Tha lsraslis claim thaL Palestinian guerrillas
in southern Lehanon intensified their rocket and wortar
attacks on settlements in northern Israel- -last night.

Eleven setlilenents were hit, causing property damage
but no casulaties. Israeli forces returned the fire,
Palestinian commandos acknowledged today that they had

attacked Israeli positions in defiance of -thce UN Security

Council cease=-fire call. Earlier last night

. reported exchanges of artillery, rooket, martar, and.
‘machine gun Lire hotween the Israclis and the guerrlllas

along the Israeli and Lebanese hordexr.

SOVI ET -AIRLIFT

lSJ.‘ ‘Sovi&t transport aixaraft flew to

-.‘

[y
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AN-la £13i : went to Egywt,
[ o Syria, and| to Irag. F MN—22s‘also arrived
"in Cairo. \_
X
SOVIET GEALJ:T-'T : |
17. 8ince 7 October, 26 suspacted Sovict arms care

riers have lefl Dlack Sea ports for the Middle East
with an estimated 63,000 tons of cargo.

15RAEL

- . 18, Jerusalem Radio carried a report that during
Secreftary Kissinger's talks in Moscow he rojected a

“Baviet demand that . the Security Counci] resolutlion ine
_elude a call for an Israeli w1thdrawal, in stages, to

the burders that cxisted before June 1967. The Israeli
report also said that the U5 has made it clear to Israel

that it favars Israeli forces remaining in their places.

13. Mlﬁ]tdry'ana]yvt Hayyim Herzog says Lhat the
evolution of the Middle East confllct “shattered" two
Soviet illusiouns:

| —éThatxan unlimited quantitéfof sophisticated and

25X1

25X1

4
25X1 . .

heavy arms would evantua]iy chviate the qualitative

gap betWeen the Arab armx*v and the IDF,

'-~Tha;,th;~us would nat reaqt as “"sharply as it.dia"
to the Soviet arms shipments- to the Arabs.

ﬂsu
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LGYPT

200, Al-Ahran in its 23 Oc¢tober edition carried a
special study on the ceasce~fire resolution. The paper
affirms Lhat the Security Council Xesolution is based
on the sama principals that Sadat laid out in his 16
Octobar speech. The paper also said that the coming.
political stage of the "battle" will be just a "faro-
clous" as the mllitary stages A Cairo MENA article
reiteratad the Egyptian stanu that the S8SUriLy Council
resolution is based on lsrael's completo withdrawal
from the occuplied territories.

JORDAN

21. In a conversation with Ambassador Scali,
Jordanian UN Representative Sharaf expressed Aamman's
concern: over sevoeral aspects 0Of the peace proposal.
Shataf said that the "super powers" had ¢learly reachsd
agreaement on matters of vital concern to Jordan without
any contribution by Jordan. The Jordanian said his
.gavermuent ‘would like to know whether the UN was con-

~ sidered “appropriate auspices" for anegotiations, what

would pe the roles of the US, the USSR, and the Sccurity
Counrll whether intermediaries were contemplated for

.the negotiation process, and what is the US position on

Lerritorial changes Shafar stressed the importance of

~ a'united Arab poaltion in achieving a lasting peace. He

. noted the difificult positiecn in which Jordan found it~
self, having accepted Lhe coase-fire while two other

-"battlLfluld govcrnments" had not. Sharaf pledged that
Jordan would work to bring about a reasonable common
position among the Arabs, but reiterated the need t«
be kept Lnformed o£ us 1ntentlons in order to achieve

this. :

WORLD REACTION (PRIOR 70 BREAKDOWN OF CEASE-FIRE)

-

-IRAN

. © 22. The Iranian government anncunced its support
for the cease~fire and expressed hopes that a lasting

-6-
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on'the?bnsis of Rusolution 242,

and :ebpurtablm peace

|

CANA DA ‘ ’
93. Cdnadlan Foruxgn Mlnl ter Sharp and Canada's .
four main political parties expressed sallslaction with |
the turn of events. Sharp sald his government was ready
to send an additional uuntln;ent af Canadian observors
to the Middle East if neaded, orx, if asked, to contrie
bute to the formation of a peﬂce~keeplng force in the
region - undcr UN'auspicaes, -

. WhSTFRN DUROPE ’_ §= ‘  R

: 24, West German Lhancetlor Blandt said Lhat thao
Soviet Union. and the U8 had ovescome a threcat to theilr

Tpolicy of detente. Brondt had earlier said thal West

Germany was prepared to provide humanitarian aid and
economic: vooperation to the Middle Fast countries. The
Notherlands grented the UN resolution “with satisfac- -
tion." Ogservatore-Romano, the voice of the Holy Besw,
also expreqsed satisfaction with the UN resolution,

EASTHRA nuaopn

.

25. vhe Yugoslav UM repfesentatwi noted that the

" cease-fire ia linked with the call to start the immediate
implementation of Resolution 242 which called for a

conmplete Israsli withdrawal frow ocoupied territories.

He re;ecfel the acgquisition of territory by force and-
said that the legitimatce rlghta of the Talestinian people
were awong the fundamental issues at stahu and must be
recognized dnd fulfilled.

-4
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.28, Tulksl Comuunist Farty Flrst- Secretary Gierok.
gsaid that the UN resolution-offered prospects for a
"solution guaranteeing fundamental human rights, a
lasting peace, and security for all the nations.®
Hungarian radio expriessed hope that as a result of the
cease~fire "the guns will be' completoly. silenced." .
Budapest seemed to give considerable emphasis te the
constructive roles of.the US and the Soviet Union and
Stated that "the poliéy of detente has stood the tost
of the lirst cxtremely grave. crisis."

ASTA
27 . ‘The-éapanese_presafhas'genmrally welcomed the

adoption of thé Security Council resolution, but voiced
concarn over how -long oil production restrictions by

the Arabs would continue. Mainichl carried a statemont
by Foreign Minister Ohira that the government "whole-—

heartedly welcomes” the adoption of the resolution and
the. efforts. of .the US and the USSR, o '

i28: The South Korean Toreign Ministry weleomed

. the Middle Rast cease-fire and expresscd hope for the
-Speedy raturn of a lasting peaca in the area. Accord-
. ing’ to FHIS .Chinese, North Korean, and Viet Cong medla

have neot responded to the cease-fire. A Philippine

government spokesman said that the adoption of UN Reso- '

lution 242 was a "necessary step" toward peace in the

. Middle Bast and that all UN members should bring their
-moral authority to hear tu secure a permanent pedca. .
A Singapore Government communigue said that the UN Reso—

lution was the "only practical and rational solution," -
and that’ the fighting showed that a decision could not

be imposed by arms. An Indian Foreign Ministry spokes-
man said that his governument welcomed the ceasé-fire

and hoped there would be a lasting peace assuring justice

and honoxr for all nations in the area.

LATE TTIM

P

2%. According to a Syrian military spokesman, IS—

- am=li, airecraft attempted to strafe civilian targets north

1
2
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of Damascus. city. Reportedly, Syrian ;plangs drove -

.the .Israclis off, forcing them to drop thelr bomgs.‘n.x_

on mountainous areas. - |
.“ :
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